‘[BAIAINS 10} 92YLId€s Jo sojdurexa

maoJ e Isn(aIe sisIyoIeUR 0/eUedIYD pUE
‘seystuodeN ‘seysriedez a3 Jo 9[33n1s
9y "pado[aaap 2q 01 SpaaU Wealp 01
asynduwr sty L, Jussaid a3 Jo INO J[9s9UO
wea1p 01 osndwir oy st wistuerdoin [y

"WISIYd2IBUR O/BUBIIYD

10} 9d£30301d 213 pue WSIYdIRUE
UBDIXIIA] JO JUI[ 91 WIY 9peW SBY
ODJIXdIN PUE "S°n a3 uI Jurzruedio
pue WSIANOE S UOZRIA "S91BIS PaITuN
93 pue OJIXdIA UI pazIuesdio oym
‘(7T61-¥L81) UOSRIA 9104 OPIBITY
1SIYOIBUE UBDIXIIA 93 01 Jokq pPaden
9q Ued WISIYdIBUR O/BUBIIYD JO
sur3110 ay ], ‘uonezijeqoi3 isielrdes
pue UONBZIUO[0D WO AATUNWIUIOD
0/eUBIIYD 91 JO SPIAU 9Y) IINS ULBD

Chicana/o anarchism has the capability
to be a catalyst for change through
resistance of capitalism/dominant
culture and the affirmation of culture.
Anarchism directly addresses the
power dynamics and inequalities that
impact and encompass gender, sexual
orientation, culture, race, class, and
ecology. It is by this holistic approach
that anarchism has the capability in
facilitating the Chicana/o community
in gaining a better understanding

of their environment and their
societal and economic placement by
transcending beyond nationalism
and contextualizing a tangible post-
capitalist vision for the future.

We walk diagonally as horizontalists.
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We walk like
Quetzalcoatl, from
side to side, listening/
learning/touching/
feeling/loving our way
through as we advance.

Open up the inside
of this document to
read the words and
insights offered by different Chicanx
anarchists interviewed by the author!

All text is taken

from “The Origins

of Contemporary
Chicana/o Anarchism”
by O.R. The full essay
with all interview
excerpts can be found
on theanarchistlibrary.com

S9SS9IpPER A[1091Ip WISTYDIRUER ‘S90P
WSIXIBIA AeM 91 91n10N1s 19mod
STWIOU023 93 uo Juisnooj Ajdurs
uey) 19yIey AITUNWWOd 0/BUBIIYD
91 JO SPI3U 93 01 SAIDNPUOD 9] pue
a1e1[108] 01 A11qeded a3 sey 1ed
£A30709pT UL ST WSIYDIRUE ‘WSIA]SIOL],
/UWISIUIUST/WSIXIRIA SE Yons
$9130[09pT ISTJO] [RUOIIIPEIL AYIUN

.i ‘wa)sAs

1s17e31d B2 /AUWIOU09 93 UI PUNOJ SMEBJ
a3 01 syeodadeos se Ayrunwuiod
0/eUBIIYD 91 pUE SsUBISIWIWI
paruswndopun paladiel pue pa[aqe]
aAe(] 9e1s 9d1[0d 91 pUE ‘UdsWINUIW
a3 se yons sdnoid yuerrrur Suim 3y311
‘eIpawl Weansurew sy ‘s£axd0( os1p

(@LOVE_AND_DISORDER _

oIpe11siAneu/A1euonoesy ‘K1nijusd
151y Ayuami 91 UT S9SUS[[BYD MaU
$9JB] MOU AJTUNWIWIOD 0/eUBIYD YL,

*£30[029

pue ‘sse[d ‘@In1[nd ‘edel ‘UONEBIUSLIO
[enxas ‘19pua3 Jo S9[qRLIBA [RID0S 91
10eduwr A[1oa11p 383 seSua([eyd a1
y31m 9dod 01 paydepe pue pasjoad sey
$9181S pPaITuN 91 Ul 9[33nns o/euedIYD
91 ‘9AIAINS 0] I9PIO UJ ‘TBAA OJIXOIN
/°S'n aya Suimoroj pue 01 dn Suipes|
S9LIBPUNOQ 91BIS UOIBU JO UONIUYIPaI
pue ‘uonednod0o ‘UONIBZIUO[OD ‘UOISBAUL
91 JO 1X21U02 91 uryam padeys usaq
SB[ $9181S PaIIU( Y Ul 9dualIadxe pue
AIMUspI UBdLIOUIY YINOS PUE. [BIIUID
/0/euedIXaIN /0/eURIIYD UISPO

CHICANA/O
ANARCHISM

AV I RAPDVETIBY



“I think mainly my life experiences
have led me to label myself and
identify myself as an anarchist or
anarcho-communist, right? Just
growing up as a Chicano in South
Central, working class. A lot of my
experiences, dealing with authority
and the state have been negative. I
think the state in general is used to
oppress and keep us in this position
and subjugation especially how the
U.S. was founded and capitalism
was developed in the U.S. through
white supremacy off the backs of
indigenous people here, Blacks,
Africans, and Mexicans. The theft
of land- the southwest, which was
North Mexico. They use institutions
like the police, the prison industrial
complex, the schools to continue not
only the colonial mentality but the
colonial reality in our communities
where the police are locking us up,
brutalizing us, killing us. They’re an
occupying army. I now understand
the community as a neo-colony so
my experiences on a daily basis that
of a person living under colonial
conditions.” -- Joaquin Cienfuegos

“It starts from the principle of
attacking all forms of oppression.
Anything that works that way

has alot to offer to the Chicano
community. It’s just like any other
community, especially just like
any other occupied colonized
community, there are a lot of
problems of patriarchal abuse,

sexism, addiction, all these things
that people do in response to
being colonized and occupied.
Anarchism directly addresses a lot
of the underlined issues that lead
to those subsequent problems.
Like immigration, you're talking
about this problem that affects our
community, has to do with borders
and immigration and then you’re
talking about an ideology that says
there should be no borders, there
should be no nations. That’s a
great example of how the ideology
directly addresses a particular
problem.” -- Kualyque

“I think what’s going to lead to our
liberation is creating a strategy that
also incorporates our principles as
anarchists. The key principles that
are important to us like I mentioned
mutual aid, cooperation, self-
determination, self-organization,
autonomy, self defense, federalism,
creating people’s militias, creating
duo power, getting rid of the idea
that we need a vanguard party,
creating the people’s institutions,
and so on; Popular education,
cultural revolutions, all these ideas
are anarchist ideas and principles
and those are what we need to
apply to the Chicana/o community
in my opinion and that’s where
we’ve seen victories because most
people relate to that. They’re tired
of being involved in hierarchal
organizations that reflect the same

power dynamics or the same social
relationships of this oppressive
system or this society we’re living
under today that we’re trying to get
rid of. ” -- Joaquin Cienfuegos

“In a general way, yes, I think that
anarchism suits the needs of all
communities. Historically, that’s
how humans have organized
themselves in their communities.
Making a real community involves
anarchism. It involves self-
organization, self-leadership.

But specifically for the Chicano
community, it offers, one-there’s
already the connection with an
indigenous way of being that
resonates with anarchist ideas. With
the idea of popular assembly, that
already resonates. With Zapatismo,
you see that connection. You see
alot of young Chicano activists

or anarchists who come at it out

of Zapatismo like I did too. Early
on, that was another thing that
propelled me was that I saw a movie
about the Zapatistas. That really
resonated, at the same time I was
thinking about anarchism. In that
sense, yeah I think it validates and
acknowledges those ancient ways
of organizing in community and
being in community. So it resonates
more than say communism, even

though it’s also a European ideology.

Even in Europe it goes back beyond
an imperialist way of being. The
colonization and imperialism

started in Europe when the Romans
invaded. I think that anarchism
sprung out of that same basic
impulse towards indigenous ways
of being. Over there, you're talking
about tribal paganism in Europe, in
Scotland, in Ireland. You're talking
about people conquered the same
way they were conquered here.

In that sense, I think that it does
resonate to that situation or that
history. Just the same that it has to
offer to any community, that utopic
vision of equality; that different way
of interacting that’s equal, that’s
non-sexist, that’s not homophobic,
that’s non-ageist. It starts from the
principle of attacking all forms of
oppression. Anything that works
that way has a lot to offer to the
Chicano community.” -- Kualyque

“For as long as there’s minorities
that are discriminated against,
there’s always gonna be revolt and
there’s always gonna be discontent
for as long as their taught to
assimilate and forget their own
culture. Dissent and education

are always going to be at the
forefront at those being targeted.
Chicanos/Mexican Americans have
a rich history of dissent when it
comes to tyranny, exploitation,
oppressive policy, and law. I believe
anarchy can push the envelope

for further dissent, creativity, and
imagination.” -- R. De La Riva



